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Press release no. 35

EDP, focus on bioenergy

The initiatives scheduled by FederUnacoma and Itabia on the topic of bioenergy are of great importance at the EIMA Digital Preview (EDP). The first meeting was entitled "Use of biodegradable materials in agriculture", and the second day featured the webinar entitled "Guideline for the use of biomass energy plants". The final conference of the Enabling project is today. 

Renewable energies are one of the salient themes of EDP, the virtual edition of EIMA International. In the first three days of the exhibition, Itabia (Italian Biomass Association) and FederUnacoma, the Italian association of agricultural machinery manufacturers that organizes the EDP, scheduled a series of meetings centred on the topics of bioenergy and bioeconomy. “The crisis we are experiencing represents a turning point also for sustainability. We must react with a positive spirit by seizing the sustainable development opportunities launched by the Green Deal, which can be financed with the 'Next Generation EU' instrument”, comments Itabia at the end of the scheduled series of meetings. Today, according to the data of the recent Greenitaly 2020 Report, 432 thousand Italian companies have invested in the green economy in the last 5 years to overcome the crisis. In Italy there are 3.1 million green jobs, 13.4% of the employed workforce. “We need to march together in this direction by encouraging research and technological innovation - adds Itabia - to reduce environmental impacts and create new professional roles”. Within this framework, Itabia, in close collaboration with Chimica Verde Bionet and ENEA, held three very topical webinars at EDP, discussing - from different angles - the topic of biomass, a renewable resource for a variety of uses in the circular bioeconomy sector. The meetings covered biobased industry, sustainable agriculture and bioenergy, without ever neglecting the central role of modern agricultural and forestry mechanization for the harvesting, handling and conditioning of biomass. Participants were also awarded training credits to an extent determined by the respective professional associations.
The webinar "Use of biodegradable materials in agriculture" (held on 11 November) dealt with the bioeconomy and its applications in agriculture through innovative technical means with low environmental impact. In particular, we talked about biodegradable mulches, their characteristics, and the environmental and economic advantages associated with their use. 
On the second day of the EDP (November 12), the ENEA study "Guideline for the use of biomass energy plants" was presented, describing the technical and administrative steps to obtain the authorizations for the construction and management of energy plants, as well as the criteria for choosing conversion processes and technologies. 
Lastly, the Final Conference of the ENABLING Project “Enhance New Approaches in Biobased Local Innovation Networks for Growth”, developed within the H2020 programme and coordinated by FederUnacoma and Itabia, was held today. The project has created a series of tools to enhance the bioproducts market by facilitating contact between the agricultural sector (biomass producer) and the industrial sector (processor). From this point of view, the EDP has been a showcase to facilitate the use of agricultural products and by-products in sectors with great growth potential such as green chemicals, textiles, automotive, nutraceuticals, and green building. 


Rome, 13 November 2020
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